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ANNOUNCEMENT

CONTINUING CONNECTED TRANSACTIONS
DELAY IN DESPATCH OF CIRCULAR

The Company has been informed that, due to the large number of shareholders of the Company,
it will take a longer time to complete bulk printing of the Circular and for the Company’s share
registrar to arrange for despatch of the Circular. In light of the above, the Company has applied
to the Stock Exchange for an extension of the deadline for despatch of the Circular to on or
before February 1, 2008.

INTRODUCTION

Reference is made to the Company’s announcement dated January 2, 2008 (the Announcement)
in relation to, among others, the Investment Connected Transactions and the Inter-bank Connected
Transactions, which constitute non-exempt continuing connected transactions of the Company under
Rule 14A.35 of the Listing Rules. Unless the context requires otherwise, capitalised terms used herein
shall have the same respective meanings adopted in the Announcement.

DELAY IN DESPATCH OF CIRCULAR

Pursuant to Listing Rule 14A.49, the Company is required to send a circular in relation to the
Investment Connected Transactions and the Inter-bank Connected Transactions to its shareholders
(the Circular) within 21 days after publication of the Announcement, that is, on or before January
23, 2008.

The Company has been informed that, due to the large number of shareholders of the Company, it will
take a longer time to complete bulk printing of the Circular and for the Company’s share registrar to
arrange for despatch of the Circular. In light of the above, the Company has made an application to
the Stock Exchange for a waiver from strict compliance with Listing Rule 14A.49 and an extension
of the deadline for despatch of the Circular to on or before February 1, 2008.
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